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Extra Points 


Tampa Bay threatened 
by Bears’ improvement 


Isa Tampa Bay team that’s picked to win the Super Bowl by many football 
observers (including yours truly) wary of the Chicago Bears? Veteran defensive 
tackle Brad Culpepper provided that revelation after being released by the Bucs 
and signing with the Bears last week. 

“They're nervous, no question,” Culpepper 
said of his ex-team. “Everybody's picking the 
Bucs to win the Super Bow], but let me tell you, 
the coaches are nervous about Ghicago more 
than any other division team. 

“(talked to one of my (former) coaches and he 
said, ‘Ican’tbelieve you're going (to the Bears). Of 
all the teams, that’s the one I’m worried about 
and now you're going to be telling them all our 
plays and stunts and everything else, 

“And I said, Yup. Don’t blame me. You 
pulled the trigger’ So we'll see what hppa 

Culpepper played six seasons with the Bucs 
after spending; the first two years of his NFL 
career with the Minnesota Vikings. As fate would 
have it, those happen to be the Bears’ first two 
opponents this season. 

“I'm a football player, so of course there's a little bit of added incentive,” 
Culpepper said, “But I've been down this road before.... it's (just) a football game. 
I car’ get overhyped about it.” 

Being released by Tampa Bay caught Culpepper by total surprise. The Bears 
also had difficulty believing a player of his caliber was available. 

“We were surprised, so we made a move,” said head coach Dick Jauron. “We 
needed some help at the tackle position. We're happy that we got him. We know 
what he is. He’s a play-maker. He's had a good career wherever he’s been and 
done a good job.” 


Mims the word 

The Bears had projected Chris Mims as their No. 3 defensive tackle, but he 
was released last week. Mims missed most of training camp with injuries and 
didn’t exactly take full advantage of the Bears’ offseason conditioning program. 
He blew off practice on cutdown day, telling his agent he didn’t think he had a 
chance to make the team. 

“He painted himself into a corner and there were really not a lot of options 
left,” Jauron said. “I was really hoping that Chris would do what he’s capable of 
doing. He just really never got into the kind of shape that he needed to get into. 

“He had a great opportunity here and for whatever reason just didn’t take 
advantage of it.” 

“Twas disappointed that he couldn’t stay healthy,’ said vice president of per- 
sonnel Mark Hatley. “That was the main thing. We just couldn’t get him on the 
field to see him play. He played fairly well for the 15 or 20 plays that he played 
(ina 24-20 preseason loss at Cincinnati), but itjust didn’t work out.” 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The waiting game 

Offensive coordinator Gary Crowton has suspended talks about a contract 
extension. The two sides were close to finalizing a new one-year deal during 
training camp that would have kept Crowton under contract through the 2002 
season. His current deal expires after the 2001 season, but he’s free to pursue 
head-coaching jobs at any time regardless. 

“Tjust told them'I'm going to waitright now,” Crowton said. “They have it all 
ready, It’s out there. [just said I’m in no hurry, I'm going to think about it for a 
while.” 

All of the Bears assistant coaches were offered one-year extensions after last 
season. Crowton, defensive coordinator Greg Blache and special teams coach 
Keith Armstrong were the only ones who didn’t sign the pacts. 


The rumor mill 

Don’t be surprised if the Bears bring in a handful of running backs for work- 
outs following final cuts. <The Washington Redskins have a surplus, and Skip 
Hicks and Adrian Murrell are possibilities. A punter like Louie Aguiar may also 
visit. The Bears say they are not interested in kicker Doug Pelfrey, who was 
recently dumped by the Bengals. 
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Culpepper provides 
more than comedy 


Veteran upgrades thin defensive tackle position 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Bears fans are going to love Brad Culpepper—and 
not just because he admires Steve McMichael, is 
friends with Jim McMahon and has a great sense of 
humor. 

The veteran defensive tackle is more likely to 
become a fan favorite because of his ability to pro- 
duce on the field. Culpepper, who's entering his ninth 
NEL season, signed a two-year contract with the 
Bears last Wednesday, two days after he was released 
by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

Culpepper significantly upgrades the Bears’ 
depth as the No. 3 tackle and joins a rotation that 
includes starters Mike Wells and Jim Flanigan. It’s a 
role that free agent Chris Mims was projected to fill, 
but Mims didn’t report to training camp in top shape 
and battled injury problems before being released last 
week. 


“Brad's a guy that I've admired for a lot of years,” 
said Bears defensive coordinator Greg Blache. “He's 
active, he’s tough, and he competes at a high level. 
Tve been a fan of his for a long time. When Theard he 
was available, I thought it was a long shot. I'm excit- 
ed to have him here, | think he'll be a great addition. 
He's a blue collar guy like the guys we have. He's a 
fighter and a warrior and I’m just tickled to have him 
be a part of us.” 

Like Flanigan, the 6-1, 270-pound Culpepper is 
considered an undersized overachiever with a non- 
stop motor. He registered 23.5 sacks the past three 
seasons in Tape while playing next to all-pro 
Warren Sapp. The Bucs released Culpepper after 
deciding to elevate 1999 first-round pick Anthony 
McFarland to the starting lineup. 

Culpepper, who played the first two seasons of his 
NEFL career with the Minnesota Vikings before joining 
‘Tampa for the next six, glanced with amusement at 
his new Bears t-shirt and a team logo behind him 
before opening his press conference at Halas Hall. 

“This is a bit surreal,” Culpepper said, “I didn’t 
expect to be up here in a Chicago Bears outfit doing 
this two days ago, but I’m glad to be here.” 

It was a whirlwind couple of days for Culpepper, 
who never dreamed he’d be released by the 
Buccaneers this summer. 

“I didn’t expect it at all,” he said. “I was taking the 
normal first team reps. I've been a starter with (coach) 
Tony Dungy ever since he’s been there. It was a sur- 
prise, but they wanted to go with the younger kid. I 


think it's a mistake by them, but that’s their choice 
and I respect them for giving me a chance to go play 
somewhere else.” 

Culpepper chose Chicago over other options in 
Philadelphia and Cincinnati because of his familiari- 
ty with the Bears and the NFC Central, and Chicago 
line coach Rex Norris, who coached Culpepper for 
two years at the University of Florida. 

“| have four or five years left,” Culpepper said. 
“But I want to stick my roots in the ground and go to 
a good team, and this team reminds me a lot of the ‘97 
Buccaneers. We were a team on the rise and I think 
this team is as well—with an offense, which is a nice 
change of pace.” 

Ouch! Saas took another shot at his former 
employers when he joked that the Buccaneers’ entire 
training facility was the same size as the room where 
his press conference was being held at Halas Hall. 
The personable Culpepper drew more laughs while 
discussing a variety of other topics, including the ben- 
efits of having a nine-month-old son named Judge. 

“Tl call up for ae and say, epee 
for Judge Culpepper’ and they say, ‘Yes, sir!” he said. 
“Then (at the restaurant) they'll say, ‘Where's the 
judge?’ And I'll say, ‘Right there with the pacifiex’” 

The 31-year-old Culpepper later joked about his 
new appearance, noting that he had shaved his beard 
and cut his hair after leaving Tampa. “I had a beard 
all camp and I had long hair,” he said. “It made me 
look too old and they got rid of me. I shaved it and 
told (the Bears) I was born in ‘78.” 

Culpepper also touched on the Bears’ storied tra- 
dition, singling out two of the wildest personalities in 
team history. 

“T got a number (76) which I revered growing up. 
Steve McMichael wore it with flying colors,” he said. 
“And Jim McMahon and J are really good friends 
from our years in Minnesota together. It’s a great city 
and I'm ready to come up here and embrace it.” 

Culpepper is eager to contribute and doesn’t 
mind his reserve role, though he admits he probably 
wouldn't have agreed to the same situation in Tampa 
after starting for the Bucs the past six years. 

“Ym coming here to do the best I can,” he said. “I 
want to get in the game as muchas I can, but I respect 
the players thatare here. They’re outstanding players. 
If evolve into being a starter, that’s great. If T stay the 
third guy, as long as we're winning games, I'm happy. 
When I'm out there, [just want to be productive. I do 
know in this league that you've got tohavea number 
of guys that play.” 


It's been a long time since 

the Bears beat the Bucs. 

I used to be proud of that, 
but not anymore. 


Former Bucs tackle Brad Culpepper 
after signing with the Bears 
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SAFETY IN NUMBERS: Tony Parrish 
is back in the starting lineup at free 
safety after a one-game demotion. 


UNKINDEST CUT: Veteran Ryan 
Wetnight was among those cut as 
the Bears reached the 53-man limit. 
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SACK ATTACK: Cade McNown and 
the Bears closed the preseason 
with a 34-28 loss to the Titans. 


6-9 Passing fancy: Young quarterbacks 

€ade McNown and Daunte Culpepper will 

battle in Sunday’s season opener in Minnesota. 
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Edinger wins “kicking derby 


Holmes, Wetnight, Murphy among those released |Bartholomew is 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 


Paul Edinger is the first kicker to be 
drafted by the Bears since Kevin 
Butler in 1985. 


Attention 
Bears Fans 


Travel package and 
individual game tickets are 
now on sale for this season. 


Home Games 
N.Y. Giants 
Indianapolis 
New England 
New Orleans 

All Division Teams 


NY. Jets 
Buffalo 
Philadelphia 
San Francisco 
All Division Teams 


All trips can include any of the 
following items: 


Game Ticket — Endzone — 50 Yard 
Hotel Accommodations 

Airline Tickets 

Tailgate party 


All packages can be customized 
with Personalized Service 


Diamond Travel 


{(602) 870-9197 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Paul Edinger, D’Wayne Bates and Marlon 
Barnes were some of the winners and Jaret 
Holmes, Corey Bridges and Frank Murphy 
were among the losers as the Bears reached 
their final 53-man roster by unloading 19 play- 
ers Sunday afternoon. 

Edinger was declared the winner of the 
kicker derby after making 5 of 6 field goal 
attempts this preseason with his only miss 
coming from 54 yards. Holmes was cut despite 
a perfect slate as a Bears kicker—2 of 2 last year 
and 5 of 5 this preseason including a 54-yarder. 

“{ thought Paul was a little tougher mental- 
ly,” said Bears vice president of personnel 
Mark Hatley. “They both kicked awfully well 
and I think both of them will kickin the league. 
But when it came down to it ... [just thought 
Paul was tougher mentally, That's not to say 
that Jaret’s not tough enough. I just think that 
Paul is tougher. I have a lot of confidence in 

“W'm excited,” Edinger said Sunday. “It still 
hasn‘tsunkin really yet, butit will, and it’s time 
to have fun now.” 

Bates, whose 31-yard reception set up a late 
touchdown in the preseason finale, earned a 
roster spot over Bridges as the Bears opted to 
keep seven wide receivers, one more than last 
season. 

In the backfield, Bames edged out Murphy 
after rushing for 104 yards on 19 carries in the 
last two preseason games. Barnes will back up 
Curtis Enis and James Allen at tailback. 
Murphy, a speedy sixth-round draft pick, is a 
candidate for the practice squad. 

Among the more surprising cuts was eight- 
year veteran Ryan Wetnight, who ranked 
fourth among NEC tight ends with 38 recep- 
tions in 1999. Three tight ends made the 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The day he was drafted, the Bears 
thought Brian Urlacher could jump into a 
starting job at strongside linebacker with 
both feet 

Last week they decided to take more ofa 
step-by-step approach. 

Urlacher, the Bears’ No. 1 draft choice, 
was demoted from the starting lineup in 
favor of Rosevelt Colvin, a 1999 fourth- 
round pick from Purdue. 

“We know that Brian’s going to be an out- 
standing player at SAM “backer,” said coach 
Dick Jauron. “I don’t think anybody antici- 
pated that Rosie would come onas fast as he 
came on in camp. Rosie just deserves the job 
at this point. It’s impossible not to give him 
the job and stand in front of your team and 
say ... you're going to play the best guys.” 

Urlacher madea few impact plays during 
the preseason but has struggled learning, 


team—Alonzo Mayes, John Allred and rookie 
Dustin Lyman, who suffered a sprained shoul- 
der in the preseason finale. 

Wetnight, who signed with the Bears as an 
undrafted free agent in 1998, ranks 20th in dub 
history with 172 receptions. 

“We feel our wide receiver corps can handle 
some of the things that Ryan has done in the 
past,” said head coach Dick Jauron. “The bad 
word I guess is expendable.” 

Other veterans released included comer- 
back Terry Cousin, who was beat out by RW. 
McQuarters; and linebacker Keith Burns. One 
of the most difficult cuts was 1999 second- 
round pick Russell Davis, a defensive tackle 
who was the team’s only rookie to start on 
opening day last season. 

“Russell Davis was really tough,” Hatley 
said. “We were really counting on Russell to 
step up and be our No. 3 tackle this year when 
we drafted hima year ago. For that not to work 
out is a big disappointment to me. I feel like I 
made a mistake on him. Maybe a change of 
scenery will help Russell.” 

Others who were cut included DT Ken 
Anderson (released with an injury settlement), 
LB Shawn Banks, S Donnie Caldwell, FB Scott 
Dragos, QB Mark Hartsell, CB Ray McElroy, T 
Dan Palmer, CB Cordell Taylor, DE Chris Ward 
and DE Ben Williams. OL Chad Overhauser 
was traded to the Seattle Seahawks in 
exchange for an undisclosed draft pick and 
WR Sulecio Sanford (knee) was placed on 
injured reserve. 

On Aug. 22, the Bears had cut the following 
14 players to trim their roster to 72: DE James 
Cotton, FB Marlion Jackson, DT Jerome King, 
P Aron Langley, FB Chad Levitt, CB Todd 
McMillon, WR Ahmad Merritt, WR Dee 
Miller, DT Chris Mims, T Damon Nieves, G 
Uzooma Okeke, WR Pat Palmer, T Gannon 
Shepherd and G Brad Williams. 


It’s one step at a time for Urlacher 


techniques and assignments. On the day he 
was drafted, he was anointed a starter in the 
regular defense as well as the only linebacker 
in the nickel defense. 

“We're stuffing an elephant down his 
throat and you saw him start to gag on it,” 
said defensive coordinator Greg Blache. 
“You give him the Heimlich maneuver, you 
pull it out and you give him a chance to 
digest it, that’s all. He's going to be a great 
football player, but there's no sense killing 
the kid and, breaking him before-you get 
started. When people train horses, there's a 
point you push them to and a point you 
know where fo back off them. We felt it was 
the time to back off.” 

Free safety Tony Parrish was demoted a 
day later, but that lasted just one game. The 
1998 second-round pick is slated to start at 
free safety in Sundays regular season open- 
er at Minnesota. Rookie second-round pick 
Mike Brown likely will start ahead of veteran 
Shawn Wooden at strong safety. 


punter--for now 
Imagine that the girl of your dreams 


as long as: no one 


(among free agents) and that’s what you're 

fo look at—rot just at punter but any 

ee But right now we're counting on 
todoit” 

pres that was before Bartholomew 
averaged an anemic 293 yards‘on four punts 
in the preseason finale. 

Langley was released in the first wave of 
cuts Aug. 22, but Bartholomew undersiands 
the situation and probably won't be buying 
any. green bananas. 

“The short time I’ve been in the league I've 
leamed never think anything,” Bartholomew 
said. “I'm not assuming, I'm not thinking, I'm 
doing the best can and I’m just going to keep 
doing what I've been doing, and hopefully 
good things will tum out They've goto keep 

‘That's the name of the 
asain falsditeeae’ 
— Larry Mayer 


Brian Uriacher 
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Marlon 

Barne$ and Frank Murphy were both on the 

roster bubble heading into the final cufdown. 
“Lfeel pretty good about our depth,” coach 


full- 


Dick Jauron said, “T believe strongly that James: 
Allen could do it. He'll have to function and 
perform and stay healthy and hold onto the 
football. But I think he can do it well.” 

As unproven as Enis is because of his knee 
injury he suffered as a rookie in 1998, the Bears’ 
other running backs are equally unproven: 

e Allen, a 5-10, 215-potind third-year pro 
from Oklahoma, is expected to share time with 
Enis this season. He gained 163 yards against 
Baltimore in his first NFL start in 1998, but 
injuries and a lack of opportunities have limit- 
ed him to 389 yards on 90 carries (43 per carry) 
in two seasons. 

¢ Milburn, a 5-8, 176-pound eight-year vet- 
eran, is a Pro Bowl kick returner but hasn't 
been even a semi-regular running back since 
his first three seasons in the league, when he 
averaged 50 carries 235 yards for Denver from 
1993-95, Milburn had 16 carries for the Bears 
last year, but has been phased out of the back- 
field in the preseason. 

¢ Barnes, a 5-9, 215-pound second-year 
player from Colorado, has never played in an- 
NFL game. An undrafted free agent in 1999, he 
was‘on the practice squad with Oakland and 
Miami last year. He earned consideration to 
stick with the Bears after gaining 55 yards on 11 
carries and 20 yards on three pass receptions 
against Cincinnati. 


DID YOU KNOW: 


Of the 24 NFL running backs 
who rushed for at least 700 
yards last season, th Bears’ 


*¢ Murphy, a 5-11, 206-pound sixth-round 
draft pick from Kansas State, has tremendous 
speed (reportedly sub-43 in the 40-yard dash), 
but is more of a project as an NFL running: 
back. Both he and Barnes are potential practice 
squad players. 

Bears personnel bos 


ack higher th 


Ale 
likely to bea be 
Enis is. He doesn’t need multiple carries to 
ina groove. He can make defenders miss. And 
he’s capable of the big gain. 

And though he is willing to be a comple- 
mentary change-of-pace back to Enis’ power 
(2) back, Allen has always had supreme confi- 
dence he will be a star running back in the 
NFL, 

“It will be my tur to shine,” Allen said, 
“because I believe that and my teammates 
believe in me—there are two forces pulling in 
the right direction. So I feel like deep inside this 
is going to be my turn. I just have to be patient 
with it and never look back when it happens.” 

Asked if Allen is a better fit for the offense 


@ 
Running backs 


still not proven 
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“it will be my turn to shine 
because | believe that and 
my teammates believe in 
me—there are two forces 
pulling in the 
right direction.” 
James Allen 


than Enis, running backs coach Earle Mosley 
said, “Doing certain things yes and other 
things no, That's why we need Curtis and 
James and Curtis and Marlon. 2 
trengths we r 


They 


need to utiliz his offense, so] 


th 


¢ things me have to 


on the 
boat if we let this guy go,’ and makeuus believe 
it. We only have 53 spots.” 

Though the rmning backs behind Enis 
might seem like a better fit'for the offense, all 
the Bears have without him is blind hope. 

“That's why they're up here—to: get a 
chance,” Mosley said. “We worry: about how 
they practice, Once we getin a game, they'll do 
it. If they don’t doit, they won’tbe here. Butwe 
think they’re going to do it.” 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 
Curtis Enis, the highest drafted 
Bears runner since Walter Payton, 
still seeks his first 100-yard game. 


Mark Potash covers the Bears for the Chicago 
Sun-Times, 


Hey, Bear Fans In Minnesota 
Visit The Original 


Pool Tables 
Pull Tabs 


Downtown 
St. Paul, 
MN 


651-224-7717 


A gathering place for Bears fans 
with your host, Al Baisi, ex-Chicago Bear 


Headquarters of the Chicago Bears Fan Club 


TAILGATE 
BEFORE 
THE GAME 
IN OUR 
PARKING 
LOT!! 


Darts 
10 Large TV’s 


Bear Bar 


1940 1941 


Minneapolis/St. Paul Chapter 


1946 


Free Parking Right Next 
On 7th, Between Te 
Jackson & Robert 
in the old Elvgren 
Paint Store 


139 E. 7th St., St. Paul, MN 
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Facts and Figures 


Kickoff: Noon (ct), Sunday, Sept. 3 
Site: Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome. 
Capacity: 64,121. 

Playing surface: Artificial turf 

Last meeting: Bears lost 27-24 in 
overtime Nov. 14, 1999 at Soldier 
Field. Jim Miller passed for 422 yards 
including TDs of 77 yards to Marcus 
Robinson and 57 and 25 yards to 
Marty Booker. But Chris Boniol missed 
a 41-yard field goal attempt in overtime 
and Gary Anderson, who had missed a 
20-yarder on the final play of regula- 
tion, ended it with a 38-yarder. 

Series: Bears trail 42-34-2 and have 
lost 5 of 6. 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


Cade McNown played just one quarter against 
the Vikings as a rookie, replacing an injured 
Shane Matthews. Jim Miller started the other 


game versus Minnesota, passing for 422 yards. 


ON THE AIR 


Television: 
The Fox 
Network will 
televise the 
game live to 
a regional 
audience. 


Radio: 


WBBM-AM 
(780) will carry 
the game live 

with Gary 

Bender, Hub 

Arkush and 

Tom Thayer 

announcing. 


Who 


at 


McNown, Culpepper focal 
point of Bears-Vikes clash 


Minnesota 30th last year. 


By Gene Chamberlain 


showing new wrinkles. 


Bear Report Correspondent Culpepper threw for 311 yards Considering the quarterbacks’ inexpe- 
against Arizona in the third preseason _ rience, it could be aday when scrambling 

The Bears’ decision to quarterback game and looked impressive during the and ad libs replace planned attacks. 
draft Cade McNown in 1999 rather than summer. However, defenses rarely | McNown scrambled last year 32 times 


pursue Daunte Culpepper comes under 
severe scrutiny in the 2000 season-opener 
at Minnesota. 

All focus will be on the strong-armed 
Culpepper in his Vikings debut after a 
rookie season in which he stood on the 
sidelines, watching Jeff George and 
Randall Cunningham while carrying a 
clipboard. Culpepper has gone from 
third-stringer to starter in one off-season, 
and the question is whether he's ready. 

Rookie quarterbacks rarely put up big 
numbersin the NEL, and Bears defensive 
coordinator Greg Blache will no doubt 
attempt to get into Culpepper's head by 
disguising pass coverages, blitzing and 


ites the advantage? 


uy 
= Positions 
fi 


Quarterback 


Running back 


Wide receiver 


Tight end 


Offensive line 


Defensive line 


Linebackers 


Secondary 


Special teams 


attempt to confuse quarterbacks during 
preseason. 

The true test of whether Culpepper is 
ready to start will come on Sunday when 
he has to face a blitz or a stunt up front 
and must make a quick decision on 
receivers. 

Bears games on the rug at Minnesota 
often revolve around big plays and big 
mistakes and this one should be no dif- 
ferent, with McNown likely to also see an 
array of blitzes and different coverages 
because of his relative inexperience. 

Both quarterbacks like throwing 
deep, and this is likely to occur with the 
Bears ranking 29th in pass defense and 


Comments 


Culpepper held clipboards in ‘99 but McNown played. 
Smith averages 4.7 a carry. Enis must prove himself. 


Bears deep, but can’t match Carter-Moss duo. Few can. 


It takes 3 Bears TEs to do what Jordan does for Vikes. 


Vikes unstable after losing free agents McDaniel, Christy. 


Bears only hope Daniels can dominate like Randle. 


Bears boast trio of promising young ‘backers. 


Bears added Smith, Wooden. Vikes made no improvements. 


Bears’ shaky kicking-punting vs. solid Berger, Anderson. 


for 160 yards. In preseason, Culpepper 
took off on occasion and, at 6-foot-4, 255 
pounds, is more massive than any Bears 
linebacker or defensive back. 

Culpepper's assignment, and the 
Vikings’ in general, could be more diffi- 
cult from a coaching standpoint. 

Minnesota's offense will operate 
under a new offensive coordinator, for- 
mer Green Bay offensive coordinator 
Sherman Lewis, 

Lewis interviewed for the Bears head 
coaching job in 1999. They Vikings' 
defense is under the direction of former 
Packers defensive coordinator Emmitt 
Thomas. 


By Gene Chamberlain 
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2 Paul Edinger ... 5-10 162 22 Michigan State c 1 Gary Anderson . J 5-11 184 40 19° Syracuse 
8 Cade McNown : 6-1 208 23 : UCLA 6 — Bubby Brister . OB 63 212 37 14 ~~“ NE Louisiana 
9 Shane Matthews QB 6-3 196 30 7 Florida 8 Todd Bouman ... QB 62 231 28 2 St. Cloud St. 
12 Brent Bartholomew 62 220 23 2 Ohio State 41 Daune Culpepper . 6-4 266 23 2 Central Florida 
15 Jim Miller. . 6-2 215 28 7 Michigan State io eRicenvican 62 207 Ze. ah WesiCroene 
Aa Dee Wiles : Be ai a A Bee een 17 Mitch Berger... 64 228 27. 6 Colorado 
22 Shawn Wooden . . 511 205 26 5 Notre Dame 20° RONDE WTOR 5 eh ee ae ee ea 
23 Jerry Azumah . 5410 195 22 2 New Hampshire AED NC to eae ee ae 
24 Glyn Milburn . . 5-8 176 28 8 Stanford 2 me lave alee Cog abate 
25 Thomas Smith . 5-11 190 29 8 North Carolina 23° Doug Chapman ea ai Ege 
26 R.W. McQuarters . 5-9 198 23 3 Oklahoma State 24 Robert Griffith . 5-11 199 29 7 San Diego St. 
27 ~~ Walt Harris... 5-11 195 26 5 Mississippi State 26 Robert Smith . 6-2 210 28 8 Ohio State 
29 Frankie Smith De 5-9 194 31 8 Baylor 27 Keith Thibodeaux 5-11 192 26 3 Northwestern St. 
30 Mike Brown .. .S 510 202 22  R  Nebraska 28 Robert Tate . . 510 192 26 4 Cincinnati 
32 Marlon Barnes . .-RB 5-9 215 24 1 Colorado 29 ~~ Chris Rogers . 5-10 200 23 2 Howard 
37 Tony Parrish . . 510 211 24 3 Washington 30 Antonio Banks .. 5-10 204 27° 3-_—“Viirginia Tech 
43 Mike Green .. 6-0 176 23 R_ Northwestern State 33 Harold Morrow 5-11 229 7 5 Auburn 
44 Curtis Enis. 6-0 250 24 3 Penn State 37 ‘Tyrone Carter .. . 5-8 186 24 R Minnesota 
49° Dustin Lyman G4 250 24 —R _ Wake Forest 40 Jim Kleinsasser ... 63 279 23 2 North Dakota 
See fa oleae Be ee Bern Beenie 42 Orlando Thomas 61 222 27. 6 SWLouisiana 
55 Sean Harris . ‘ 63 252 27 6 Atizona 51 Mitch Palmer . 6-4 259 26 3 Colorado St. 
57 Olin Kreutz . .. 6-2 285 23 3 Washington Deals Oa ee Coll ieee ee 
58 Chris Villarrial 64 308 27s indlena(eA) 54 Antonio Wilson 62 247 22 R Texas A&M-Comm. 
59 — Rosevelt Colvin 63 254 23. 2 Purdue 55 Lemanski Halll 60-244 29 6 Alabama 
60 Casey Wiegman 6-3 285 $5. 5) lowa 56 Pete Bercich ... 61 239 28 6 Notre Dame 
64 Rex Tucker ... 65 315 23 2 TexasA&M 57 Dwayne Rudd .. 62 237 24 4 Alabama 
65 Patrick Mannelly 6-5 270 25 3 Duke 58 Ed McDaniel 5-11 230 31 9 Clemson 
71 James Williams 67 331 31 10 Cheyney State (PA) 59 Craig Sauer . . 61 241 27 = 5 Minnesota 
73 Troy Wilson . . 6-4 257 29 ~=5 ‘Pittsburgh State 60 Cory Withrow . 62 288 25 2 Washington St. 
74 — Jimmy Herndon. 68 318 27 5 Houston 61 Lewis Kelly. - 6-4 292 23 RS, Carolina St. 
75 Todd Perry ........ 6-5 308 29 8 Kentucky 63 Corbin Lacina . 63 305 29 7 Augustana 
76 Brad Culpepper .. . 61 270 31 9 Florida 71 David Dixon 65 358 31 7 Arizona State 
ue Bike Br COMIN: Se ee) POC eeslexas 73 Todd Steussie . 66 316 29 7 California 

Wy ene = Ss 312 Biewges Nore ba 74 — Brad Badger 64 312 25 4 Stanford 
81 -Bobby Engram 5-10 185 27 5 Penn State “ae i 
82 Eddie Kennison a 468 Be 8 Sy 76 Chris Liwienski . 65 332 25 2 Indiana 
83 Macey Brooks . 65 212 24 2 James Madison 7 Korey Singers ee as Boe OED 
84 John Allred . . 6-4 246 26) 14) Uso 78 Matt Birks. 64 316 24 3 Harvard 
85 Alonzo Mayes . 6-4 265 25 3 Oklahoma State 80 Cris'Carter. 6-3 208 34 14 Ohio State 
86 Marty Booker 5-11 215 24 2 Northwest Louisiana 81 Chris Walsh . 6-1 205 30 8 Stanford 
87 _D'Wayne Bates . 6-2 215 24 2 Northwestern 82 Troy Walters Bay neta 23 AR Stanford 
88 Marcus Robinson 6-3 215 24 4 South Carolina 84 Randy Moss. 64 198 23 3 Marshall 
90 Van Tuinei . . . 6-4 290 28 4 Arizona 85 Andrew Jordan - 66 263 28 7 Western Carolina 
91 Khari Samuel - 6-3 240 23 2 Massachusetts 86 John Davis 6-4 271 27 5 Emporia St. 
92 Barry Minter 6-2 250 29 8 Tulsa 87 Johnny MeWilliams TE 64 271 27 5 Southern Cal 
93 Phillip Daniels . 6-5 290 27 5 Georgia 89 Matthew Hatchette . WR 62 204 26 4 Langston 
ee TPR se G2 249 29 8 Michigan State 91 John Burrough . DE 65 282 28 6 Wyoming 
6 Clyde Simmons 65 292 36 15 Western Carolina 92 Michael ’Boireau DE 64 265 22 R Mi 
97 Mike Wells... | 63 315 29° 8 lowa ons 
98 Bryan Robinson ‘DE 64 300 26 4 Fresno State 88° yidenn Haniel Bl 8! - 296 SiS oe 
99 JimFlanigan .... 62 290 29 7 Notre Dame Bus TUDE on ‘OT 61 (286 25° 4 — Memphis 
Injured Reserve 95: Bryce Paup . . l 6-5 247 32 11“ Northern lowa 
39 Reggie Austin Ge) 23 R Wake Forest 97 Talance Sawyer DES G2 268: 24 2 Nev.-Las Vegas 
80 Sulecio Sanford . 5-10 190 23 1 Middle Tenn. St. 98 Fred Robbins DT 64 310 23 R Wake Forest 
Age as of opening weekend ‘2000 99 sChtisiHovant. 2... x....aaa DT 62 305 22 R Boston College 
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| What to Watch | MEET THE COACHES Recent Meetings 


How the Metrodome 4 Date Winner (Site) 

crowd noise affects the ore Dennis 1999. Vikings 2a 407) (S) 

Bears, It is always a Jauron Green Bears 24-22 (M) 

huge factor in games i 1998 Vikings 48-22 (M) 

there — from fans and pumped-in noise Dick Jauron, 49, is 6- Dennis Green, 51, is in Vikings 31-28 (S) 

through large loudspeakers on the sidelines, 10 in his second sea- |7 his ninth season as 1997 Vikings 29-22 (M) 
son as Bears head Vikings head coach, Vikings 27-24 (S) 


Last year Bears quarterback Cade McNown 
handled the Minneapolis crowd noise well in 
relief of Shane Matthews. However, the Bears 


Green owns an, 84-54 
record. His teams are 
12-5 against the Bears 


coach. The Bears split 
with Minnesota last E 
season. Jauron's first 


anit oe ee at the time Bears team won road games at and have beaten them five of the 

‘Algo be Se eee i, Minnesota and Green Bay, some- last six times. The second win- 
' thing which hadn't been done ningest coach in Vikings history, 
field goal < or less has separated the Bears and _| since 1991. Jauron has 15 years Gieen currently has te fee 
Vikings in five of their last seven games. | of experience as an assistant tenure of any coach in the NFL. 
ae age et coach and player in the NFC Green started coaching in 1979 
: - ints or less. as a 49ers special teams coach. 


Central Division. 
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ROBERT TATE 


Tate isa former wide receiver who the Vikings converted to 
defensive back last season. For a team which ranked 30th in 
the NFL in pass defense, Minnesota did little to try to improve 
their secondary. They'll try to match Tate up on Engram to 
avoid pitting him against downfield threat Marcus Robinson. 

Engram may give away some speed, but he improved his 
catch total every year in the NFL and could put that experience 
to use against an inexperienced opponent. Engram caught 88 
passes last season, the second most in Bears history. 


With $22.6 million acquisition Thomas Smith is likely to 
match up against Randy Moss on one side, the much- 
maligned Harris will get an immediate chance to display the 
newfound confidence coaches say he has re-discovered. 
Harris gave up more receiving yards than any other NFL cor- 
nerback last year. 

Now 34, Carter showed little evidence of slowing down 
during the preseason. He caught 14 passes for 203 yards and 
three TDs against the Bears last year. 
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MIKE WELLS 


es 
CHRIS LIWIENSKI 


‘The Bears have an opportunity to shut down Minnesota’s 
rushing game with Liwienski, a tackle by trade, the likely 
starter at left guard because of a knee injury suffered during 
preseason by Corbin Lacina. 

Liwienski is a second-year player out of Indiana with the 
size (6-5, 321) to handle Wells (6-3, 315), but not the experience. 

Wells and the Bears defensive line received a boost when 
the club signed Brad Culpepper, a high-motor tackle who 
played with the Vikings before joining Tampa Bay. 


Mike Wells Chris Liwienski 


WHEN THE BEARS HAVE THE BALL WHEN THE VIKINGS HAVE THE BALL 
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Chicago Bears 
at 


Minnesota Vikings 
(Rankings from 1999) 


OFFENSIVE RANKINGS 


& 
i TALE OF THE TAPE 


TOTAL OFFENSE 8 3 
Rushing offense 26 14 
Passing offense 3 
Total yards per play 19 
Rushing average 23 | 
Passing average 19 3 
Percentage had intercepted 14 28 
Sacks allowed per pass play 6 21 
First downs per game 12 6 
Third down efficiency 13 (t) 2 
Fourth down efficiency 18 8 (t) 


Punt return average 
Kickoff return average 


12 


Gross punt average 21 

Net punt average 13 
is Points per game 25 (t) 5 
Field goal percentage 31 29 


DEFENSIVE RANKINGS 


TOTAL DEFENSE 29 27 
Rushing defense 23 14 
Passing defense 29) 30 
Total yards per play 28 24 
Rushing average 28 Wve zi 
Passing average 25 23 
Percentage intercepted by 26 29 
Sacks per pass play 25 13 
' First downs per game 23 27 
Third down efficiency 27 22 
Fourth down efficiency 1 25 
Punt return average 8 13 
Kickoff return average 1 10 
Gross punt average 1 15 
Net punt average 1 18 
Points per game 20 (t) 18 | 
Opponents’ FG percentage 6 S _| 


TURN 
BACK 
THE 
CLOCK 
Vikings turned 
first NFL game 
into a stunner 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The first time the Bears waltzed into 
Minnesota for a season opener against the 
Vikings, they were given a live animal mascot 
and a serious lesson in humility. 

On Sept. 17, 1961, the expansion Vikings 
made their NFL debut with a bang by shock- 
ing the heavily-favored Bears 37-13 before 
32,236 surprised and delighted fans at 
Metropolitan Stadium. 

Bears patriarch George Halas, still 
Chicago's head coach at the time, was instru- 
mental in Minnesota being awarded an expan- 
sion team. Halas got little in return in the ‘61 
opener, except for aggravation and a black bear 
cub that was presented to him in appreciation 
for helping the state land the team. 

The Vikings were the gift recipients once the 

game started, however, The Bears fumbled 
four times and threw four interceptions, One of 
the fumbles and two of the interceptions led 
directly to Minnesota touchdowns. 
The Vikings took a 3-0 lead on Mike 
Mercer's 12-yard field goal before the Bears 
offense saw the field and the lead was never 
relinquished. 


ON 


BEAR REPORT 


As part of every 
game preview this 
season in Bear 
Report, we will take a 
look back at a 
memorable game 
played between the 
Bears and their 
upcoming opponent. 


Vikings 37, BEARS 13 
Sept. 17, 1961 


Metropolitan Stadium 


Inhis first NFL game, future Hall of Famer 
Fran Tarkenton passed for four touchdowns 
and ran for another He completed 17 of 23 
passes for 250 yards. 

Bears touchdowns were scored ona 3-yard 
plunge by Rick Casares and a 10-yard swing 
pass from Bill Wade to Willie Galimore. 

The following day a Chicago newspaper 
called the expansion Vikings “the finest group 
of castoffs and freshmen ever collected on one 
field.” 

The Bears couldn’t argue that fact, even 
after Minnesota dropped its next seven games. 
Chicago gained revenge with a 52-35 thump- 
ing over the Vikings in the season finale at 
Wrigley Field. Minnesota finished its first sea- 
son with a 3-11 record. Its other victories came 
over the Baltimore Colts and Los Angeles 
Rams. 

‘The Bears concluded the 1961 season at 8-6. 
They rebounded to win five of six after the 
opening day stunner. Wade had a terrific sea- 
son, throwing for 22 touchdowns and 2,258 
yards while completing 56 percent of his pass- 
es, Tight end Mike Ditka earned unanimous 
Rookie of the Year honors after leading the 
Bears with 56 receptions for 1,076 yards and 12 
TDs. Only Dick Gordon (with 13 in 1970) has 
caught more TD passes since. 


ry 
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Sacks not in the 


But Bears vow pass rush will begin to surface 


MIKE MULLIGNN = 


Legend has it that former L.A. Rams defen- 
sive end Deacon Jones coined the term “sack” 
in the 1960s when he was terrorizing offensive 
linemen and quarterbacks. The expression 
comes from the world of hunting, specifically 
from the gunny sack a hunter carries with him 
to hold his fallen prey. 

Jones was inducted into the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame in 1980, two years before the NFL 
started keeping statistics on sacks and a decade 
before teams started employing players strictly 
as push rush specialists. 

No truth to the rumor he was once a team- 
mate of Bears end Clyde Simmons. It just 
seems like Simmons has been around forever. 


In actuality he’s entering his 15th NFL season 
after entering the league asa ninth round draft 
pick in 1986 by the Philadelphia Eagles (No. 
234 overall). 

Simmons currently ranks 10th on the NFL's 
all-time sacks list with 121. Not only did he not 
start as a rookie, but Simmons didn’t reach 
double digit sacks on the season until his 
fourth year in the league. 

That's one of the reasons he’s not nearly as 
pessimistic as some observers are about the 
Bears pass rush. According to Simmons, learn- 
ing to rush the passer takes time and the Bears 
havea group of young players who are getting 
there. 
“These young guys are going to learn how 
to rush the passer just like I had to learn,” 
Simmons said. “They are going to learn there 
are little things you have to do. You don’t just 
come up and bowl over a 300-plus pound 
man. You have to sometimes get him moving 
and use his body against him. That takes some 
time to learn. 

“You don'thave tobe the strongest guy. You 
don’t have to be the fastest guy. You just have 
tobe somebody that understands leverage and 
body movement. Once you learn those things, 
pass rushing becomes alot easier. You just have 
to understand how to set yourself up for cer- 
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tain things. That takes time.” 

Patience has never been a | 
strong suit for football fans which 
is one of the reasons the pass rush 
(or more concisely the lack of a 
pass rush) became a hot topic of 
conversation three games into the 
exhibition season when the first 
unit had yet to record a sack. 

Simmons was working in a 
rotation with some first stringers 
when he got to rookie Akili 
Smith late in the second quarter [7 
of the Bengals game. - 

The rest of the Bears sacks have 
come from backups, often late in games. New 
Orleans castoff Troy Wilson and rookie James 
Cotton have two each while Van Tuinei and 
Russell Davis have one apiece. Pretty scary 
when you consider defensive line is regarded 
as the thinnest position on the roster this side of 
running back. 

Fact is, the Bears are getting nowhere near 
the pressure they thought they had imported 
by signing Phillip Daniels to a five-year, $24 
million deal in free agency that included an $8 
million signing bonus. Daniels insists he's just 
biding his time until the season starts and he 
begins his campaign for the 12 to 13 sacks he's 
projected for himself. 

“Right now there are a lot of people panick- 
ing,” Daniels said of fans and media, not coach- 
es and players. “I know why. I can’t blame 
them for being like that because they haven't 
had a pass rush around here for awhile. 

“But it's going to be okay, man. When the 
season starts there will be people flying around 
and the quarterback will be on the ground.” 

Daniels, a former fourth round pick, was 
fortunate to come off his best NFL season as he 
hit free agency. He was awarded his big con- 
tract despite the fact he’s never managed dou- 
ble digit sacks in his career or been more thana 
complementary player on Seaitle’s defensive 
line. 

But he has improved in every season in the 
league and increased his strength and speed as 
well. He's shown flashes of leaning to rush the 
quarterback although his strength in Seattle 
was as a Tun stopper. 

Cana guy with that background really just 
tum it on when the season starts? 

“Pass rush is all determination,” Daniels 
said. “If you want to get to that quarterback 
you will get there. When the season starts be 
determined to get there. 

“Tf don’t have any sacks after three regular 
season games, then it's time to panic. Panicbig 
time.” 
Daniels is correct when he points out that 
exhibition games are rarely a predictor of suc- 
cess in the regular season. They are used more 
for player evaluation and to work on timing. 
Teams rarely show anything that will give 
away a regular season game plan. 

You aren’t going to see intricate blitz pack- 
ages or even many stunts and games. 

“It’s too. early for that,” Simmons said. 
“We're working ona lot of different things as a 
team right now. We're not going to worry 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 


Clyde Simmons and Jim Flanigan 
combined to drop this Eagles quar- 
terback last season, but the Bears 
finished only 25th in the league in 
sacks per pass attempt in 1999. 
about that. The pass rush will be fine when the 
time comes. 

“1¢snot all about sacks either. Gettinga guy 
to get rid of the balll early is just as good.” 

The Bears will undoubtedly scheme up 
some pressure against the Minnesota Vikings 
in the season opener: It will bea huge upset if 
they don't blitz like mad against Vikings quar- 
terback Duante Culpepper who will be mak- 
ing his first NFL start. 

“We're getting better,” Simmons said. 
“Every day we have to go out there and prove 
it and we're stepping toward that, but every- 
one wants to see big steps.” 

Simmons, 36, was the Bears leading sacker 
last year with seven: 

He produced five sacks in the first four 
games last year, and didn’t manage another 
one for almost two months before netting two 
in December. A situational rush specialist these 
days he remains the Bears best pass rusher as 
well as a member of an exclusive group of 
older linemen playing a young man’s game. 
That group includes guys like Reggie White 
and Bruce Smith. 

Simmons said the biggest change in the 
league he has seen has been the movement of 
players through free agency which has led to 
the need for players to get on the field earlier. 
He feels that’s the reason why veterans like 
himself can still find a specialized place. 

Bears coach Dick Jauron, who coached 
Simmons for two years in Jacksonville said he 
has spent a lot of time studying him in order to 
determine why he is so good at what he does. 
Jauron says Simmons is strong, quick and 
smart and takes a direct route to the quarter- 
back. 

“What you do to defend, he will use against 
you and set you up,” Jauron said. “He has 
accumulated all this information over the years 
and he can use it. Some guys have the infor- 
mation but can‘tuse it. Clydeseesitand builds 
onit and builds onit-” 


Mike Mulligan covers the Bears and the NEL for 
the Chicago Sun-Times. 
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Statistically Speaking 


Tough schedule presents challenge 


Competitive 
division plus 
AFC East foes 
a bad mixture 


In Statistically Speaking, Bear Report's 
numbers guru, Dr. Z, takes a strong posi- 
tion on a particular issue relevant to the 
Bears and/or the NFL and utilizes statistics 
to provide evidence for his position. 


In football, many call the crowd the 12th 
man. While it is true that the fans, and particu- 
larly their volume, can influence a game's out- 
come, who's in the stands is less important 
than who's on the other side of the field. 

In other words, the most critical factor in a 
team’s success, obviously other than its per- 
formance on the field, is its schedule. The 
schedule alone burdens some teams with near- 
ly impossible challenges, while practically 
paving the road to the playoffs for others. To 
understand the im, ce and full impact of 
the schedule, lets take a look at the numbers: 

First, a little background: Every NFL team 
plays 8 of its 16 games against division oppo- 
nents; except for the six-team AFC Central, 
wid lays 10 division games. 

division games comprising at least 

half of a team’s schedule, those contests play a 
significant role in determining a team’s for- 
tunes. But which division is the best? 

The division with the highest average win- 
ning percentage last season was the AFC East; 
with .613, a division that includes Indianapolis, 
Buffalo, Miami, the Jets, and New England. 
Second is our beloved NFC Central, with 538. 
To give youan idea of the range, the worst divi- 
sion, the NFC West, averages only 413. 

What coach wouldn’t rather play half his 
games against teams with a winning percent- 
age .413 versus .613? But there's more. These 
numbers actually underestimate divisional dif- 
ferences. Why? Because these average winning 
percentages for each division include intra- 
division games, which necessarily balance out 
to 500 for each division (think about it -every- 
time there is a division game there is exactly 
one winner and one loser). 

In addition, intra-division records give a 
skewed picture of performance because they 
are all against the same 4 (or 5) teams, whereas 


z ZB; Rocky Road 


Since they oe 


outside of division records represent three 
other divisions. For this reason, when we 
exclude intra-division games and again look at 
each division’s average winning percentage, 
we get a better picture of how well each divi- 
sion does against the rest of the league. When 
we do this, the percentages rank in the same 
order as before, but the differences become 
even more dramatic: The AFC East with .725, 
and NFC Central with 575, and again the NFC 
West last with .275. 

Now let's look at the games outside of a 
team’s division. The impact of this part of the 
schedule can be clearly seen in how it hurt the 
Bears last season. Specifically, the Bears faced 
tougher teams outside the NFC Central than 
did Green Bay, Tampa Bay, and Minnesota. 

In particular, the Bears’ opponents outside 
of the NFC Central had a combined winning 
percentage of 508, compared with only 445 for 
Green Bay, 430 for Minnesota, and .407 for 
first-place Tampa Bay (Detroit was highest 
with 539). 

The reason for these numbers is the fact that 
the Bears were the only NFC Central team who 
didn’t get to play (read: beat up on) Denver. In 
addition, although the Bears enjoyed the Iuxu- 
ty of playing lowly Philadelphia and New 
Orleans, this didn’t nearly make up for 
the only team in the Central besides Detroit to 
face both St. Louis and Washijeton (who had 
a combined winning percentage of .719), 

When we combine the games inside and 
outside of the division and look at the entire 
schedule, we can see its full impact, and there’s 
No easier way to see this than looking at St. 
Louis. Basically, the teams St. Louis faced both 
within and outside of their division were lousy. 
In fact, the average winning percentage of their 
opponents was only 364. In fact, do you know 
how many teams the Rams played in the reg- 
ular season that were over 500?'One, which 
was Tennessee. And they lost. (In contrast, the 


Dick Jauron’s team opens the sea- 
son with two division road games for 
the franchise’s first time since the 
NFL-AFL merger in 1970. 


Bears played eight games against teams above 
500 and won twice.) 

Kurt Warner should call his new book, “All 
things possible - as long as you don’t play any 
good teams until the playotfs.” 

Given the importance of the schedule, what 
can we say about the teams the Bears face in 
2000? This year the NFC Central plays the AFC 
East, arguably the toughest division in football, 
as I demonstrated earlier. In particular the 
Bears face all of this division’s teams except for 
Miami (9-7 last year). It could be worse— they 
could be missing the chance to beat the Jets and 
New England (both 8-8), but it could be better 
— they could be missing the chance to lose to 
Indianapolis (13-3) and Buffalo (11-5). 

But you really never know, Last year the 
Bears seemed lucky to avoid playing the 
Broncos, who were 14-2 the year before, only to 
have them go 6-10 in 1999. Incidentally, guess 
which team is the only one in the NFC Central 
that doesn’t have to play Indianapolis. Yep, the 
defending champion Buccaneers. 

Other teams the Bears have to face this year 
are the Giants, San Francisco, New Orleans, 
and Philadelphia. Given that all of these teams 


had losing records last year, | imagine this will 
seem fair to most Bear fans. However, before 
we get too excited, remember that the Bears 
start the season with two toad games against 
tough opponents in Minnesota and Tampa 
Ba 


“Since they won the NFL. Championship in 
1963, the Bears are just 1-8 when they open the 
season with a road game. The lone victory 
came in 1970 over the New York Giants. 

Clearly this year it again looks like the Bears 
have their work cut out for them. Playing in 
the NFC Central combined with some tough 
games outside their division gives them the 
Tith toughest schedule in the NFL, Although 
this might seem brutal for a last placed team to 
handle, the way I look at if, a tough schedule 
will make a Bears playoff berth that much 
sweeter. 


Adam Zuckerman is a Ph.D. psycholo- 
gist with extensive experience in empirical 
scientific research and quantitatioe analy- 
sis. He works full time.as a management 
consultant and more than full time as a 
Chicago Bears’ fanatic. 
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GAME STORY 


The Bears entered last Friday's preseason 
finale seeking answers about bubble players. 
Three disturbing hours later, they were dealing 
with far more alarming questions than who 
would make the team as their third-string run- 
ning back. 

The AFC Champion Tennessee Titans pro- 
vided a sobering dose of reality that raised fur- 
ther concern about a Bears first-team defense 
that had already made a couple of significant 

el changes. 

With little interference from the Bears, the 
Titaris scored on their first three possessions to 
build a 17-3 lead. The margin eventually 
swelled to 31-6 before a group of inspired 
Chicago reserves staged a 22-point second half 
tally that fell just short in a 3428 defeat. 

The Titans (3-1) took a quick 140 lead by 
opening the game with back-to-back 9-play 
touchdown drives of 65 and 89 yards capped 
by 1-yard seoring runs by quarterback Steve 
MeNair and running back Eddie s 

‘After missing tight end Frank Wycheck on 
the initial play from scrimmage, McNair com- 
pleted 13 straight passes for 170 yards on the 
three scoring drives. Tennessee icks, 
connected on passes of 68, 52, 28, 25 and 20 
yards in the game. 

“All in all it was a disappointing ni 
said Bears coach Dick Jauron. “We started off 
so poorly. The whole first half, I don’t know 
that we stopped them. They deserve some 
credit, but we've pe play alot better to have 
a chanee at this thing. I believe we're a better 
team than that.” 

The Bears defense entered the game witha 
new look after strongside linebacker Brian 
Urlacher and free safety Tony Parrish were 


Bears defense 
a disaster in 
sobering loss 


28 


34 


demoted from the starting lineup. More 
changes are likely after the Titans piled up 309 
total yards and 18 first downs —in the first half 
alone. 

“We (etunk)” said defensive end Bryan 
Robinson. “I think we should be so much bet- 
ter right now going into the season. This was 
our fourth preseason game. To be honest, it 
seems like the last two games our first unit has 
gotten worse. 

“Me personally, Ineed to look in the mirror 
and find out what got me here and get back to 
my old ways, because this new thing isn’t hap- 
pening for me. I don’t blame anybody but that 
guy in the mirror” 

The Bears cut the deficit to 143 on Paul 
Edinger’s 45-yard field goal early in the second 
quarter. The kick was set up by Curtis Enis’ 16- 
yard run, his longest of the preseason. Edinger 
finished the preseason 5 of 6 with his only miss 
coming from 54 yards. Jaret Holmes, who 
made a 36-yarder in the finale, was even better 
at 5 of 5 including a 54-yarder. 

‘Titans coach Jeff Fisher had rested most of 
his starters in the team’s third game 
because of a short week. As a result, he kept 
McNair and company in Friday's game into 
the third quarter. That was bad news for the 
Bears, who opened the second half by permit- 
ting TD passes of 5 yards from McNair to tight 
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Bears linemen Brad Culpepper (76) and Troy Wilson (73) chase quarterback 
Steve McNair during Tennessee’s 34-28 victory Friday night at Soidier Field. 


end Michael Roan and 20 yards from backup 
Neil O'Donnell to Yancey Thigpen on a ball 
teldsical od ede bem 

Boos from the partisan Soldier Field crowd 
tured to cheers when bubble players Marlon 
Barnes, Frank Murphy, D’Wayne Bates and 
poets erm nee Mei ek to 
ie Dez White's 15-yard TD reception on a 
receiver screen from Jim Miller, Barnes scored 
on a highlight-reel 18-yard run and Bates fol- 
lowed with a leaping 31-yard reception fo set 
up Murphy’s2-yard TD run. Bridges followed 
by catching Shane Matthews’ two-point con- 
version and the Bears trailed only 31-28 
with 8:04 left in'the game. 

“T thought our (second-stringers) overall 
xaly played good again,” said vice president 

of personnel Mark Hatley. “If there was one 
thing I was most encouraged about, that’s 
what it was.” 

The Bears even. ae 
to win, but oath ine Gere 
Hatis lapaeet eee 
fell incomplete on the final play of the game. 
The Bears closed the preseason with two losses 
after opening with a pair of victories. 

“It's always disappointing to lose, (but) the 
thing about is that it's over,” Jauron 
said. “It ended as the last second ticked off. We 
just put it behind us. Everybody's record is the 
same. We'll correct everything we need to cor- 
rectand go on. 

“We've got to have great confidence that we 
can win, because if we don’t, then we don’t 
have any chance to win. As I've said a number 


PLAY OF THE GAME 


of times, we're a 
we're faster. But now we've got to see how 
Sor vee because now we're playing for 


ria a scary thought for those who 
watched the Bears defense in the first half of 
Saturday's loss. McNair completed passes of 
25, 20, 18, 17, 13 and 11 yards on Tennessee‘s 
first two possessions as the Bears generated lit- 
tle pressure and left receivers wide open. The 
Titans needed only one third down play on 
their first two touchdown marches. 

Bears. defensive coordinator Greg Blache 
said he intentionally installed a simple game- 
plan and made few adjusts to see how his first- 
team defense would react under 


pressure. 
eee 


. ee ae 
“T wanted to see how they were going to han- 
diea ionship football team running base 
defenses and base coverages, and we dropped 
the ball. We failed the test. That's what I'm 
upset about it” 


r 
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New look, old results 


_ Lineup changes don't help Bears defense improve 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The Bears defense may be tagged with 
more question marks than the Riddler’s cos- 
tume in the old Batman TV series, but at least 
we all now know that Tony Parrish and Brian 
Urlacher weren't the main problem. 

The two promising young players were 
demoted from the starting lineup before the 
Tennessee Titans torched Chicago's first-team 
defense in a:34-28 preseason win Friday at 
Soldier Field. 

“The one thing I do know is that they 
weren't the guys who jumped out at me, doing, 
knucklehead things,’ said defensive coordina- 
tor Greg Blache, “We made mistakes commu- 
nication-wise, coverage-wise. Three weeks ago 
it wasn’t that big.of a deal.” 

Itis now, after the Titans marched practical- 
ly unimpeded to two touchdowns and a field 
goal on their first three possessions. 

“T really don't have my finger on the prob- 
lem early,” said Bears head coach Dick Jauron. 
“There were so many big plays at critical times 
against our defense. I do believe we're better 
than that.” 

‘TheBears yielded 479 total yards, including, 
397 passing, and received little or no contribu- 
tions:from the newcomers they brought in to 
upgrade their defense. In four preseason 
games, end Phillip Daniels had only five tack- 
les and no sacks and cornerback Thomas: 
Smith had no interceptions or pass-breakups 
and was flagged for three penalties. 


Arms race: Shane Matthews looked the 
sharpest of the Bears’ four quarterbacks, com- 
pleting 8 of 10 passes for 122 yards. He hooked 


up with Eddie Kennison four times for 69 
yards in the second half. 

Other NEL teams had representatives at the 
game scouting Matthews, but it would likely 
take a blockbuster trade offer to pry him loose. 

“There were some people here who I'm 
assuming were looking at him,” said Bears vice 
president of personnel Mark Hatley. “It’s areal 
tough deal. You're always trying to put togeth- 
er the best 53 to give you a chance to win, and 
Shane's definitely one of those guys.” 

Cade McNown (6 of 13 for 52 yards) was 
followed by Jim Miller (7 of 11, 104 yards with 
1 TD and 1 interception), Matthews and Mark 
Hartsell (7 of 15 for 53 yards). 


Briefly: After the Titans took a 14-0 lead, 
Glyn Milburn turned boos to cheers with an 
electrifying 54-yard kickoff return that nearly 
went the distance. ... Parrish benefited from 
Steve McNair’s only mistake when the Bears 
safety hauled in an ill-advised pass for an inter- 
ception near the Bears’ goal line with :25 left in 
the first half, Parrish suffered a bruised quad 
later in the game. The Bears closed the presea- 
son with seven interception Recent signee 
Brad Culpepper played in his first game as a 
Bear, recording one tackle. ... Rookie Dez 
White had his best pro game, catching four’ 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 


Bobby Engram fights off a defender in Friday’s 34-28 loss to the Titans. The 
Bears finished the preseason 2-2, losing two straight after a 2-0 start. 


passes for 41 yards including a 15-yard TD 
from Miller, On a receiver screen, White picked 
up blocks from Casey Wiegmann and Chad 
Overhauser and waltzed into the end zone. ... 
Rosevelt Colvin, starting in place of Urlacher 
at strong-side linebacker, recorded five tackles 
including his team’s lone sack. ... TE John 
Allred returned from a calf injury, busting 
through two defenders for a 16-yard reception. 
.. TE Dustin Lyman left the game in the third 
quarter with a sprained shoulder, and RB 
James Allen exited with muscle cramps. ... The 
Titans didn’t punt until late in the third quarter. 


Secret weapon: At least Jauron didn’t lose 


his sense of humor, During a timeout late in the 
game, a fan ran onto the field and was eluding 
security guards until a Bears staffer burst off 
the sideline and provided a bone-crunching hit 
that sent the goof crashing to the ground. 

“Whoever hit that fan running across the 
field, we might have been able to use him in the 
first half,” Jauron said. “It didn’t look like we 
were making a lot of tackles out there.” 

For the record, the mysterious tackler was 
stadiums operations chief Bryan Pett, who 
later said with a glare in his eyes: “You just 
can’t go on the field, That's a dumb move.” 

Sign him up. 


Barnes shines again 


Marlon Barnes proved his performance a 
week earlier at Cincinnati was no fluke. The 
free agent running back rushed for a fearn- 
high 49 yards on eight carries including an 
eye-opening 18-yard TD runiin Friday's 3428 
logs to the Titans. 

In a 24-20 defeat to the Bengals Aug, 19, 
Bames rushed for 55 yards on {1 carries and 
had a'12-yard TD run wiped out by a penalty. 

Against Tennessee, Barnes scored the 


on the field,” Barnes said, “My main concern 
is to improve. In this Le etiee 80 
many’ great backs, so you have to try to just 
eeepc -~ ah 
18 wth 49 yaats, Bames shy of 
matehi combined. taf Chicago's 
three other ballcarriers: Frank Murphy (4 car 
ries for 18 yards), Curtis Enis (2-18) and James 
er he really helped! himself” saic 
ap t ly helped sal 
vice president of personnel Mark Hatley. “I 
thought he’s run good the last two weeks,” 
Larry Mayer 
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SCORING SEER 


go Bea 
Titans, 1, 


10:05, McNair.1 


AME 
YArIsrie 


Third Down Conversions (%) 


‘ofge 1-yard run (Del Greco kick) (9-89, 
6, Edinger 45-yard field goal (5-19, 1:12) 1 
38, Del Greco 29-yard field goal (11~ 

:15, Holmes 36-yard field goal (6-50. 7-6 
ans, 3, 11:47, Roan 5-yard pass from McNair (Del Greco kick) (4- 
2:09) 24-6 
s, 3, 7:21, Thigpen 20-yard pass from O'donnell (Del Greco 
0) 31-6 

), White 15-yard pass from Miller (Edinger kick) (10-70, 


Titans, 1, ¥ 58, 
14: 


. 14:07, Barnes 18-yard run (Holmes kick) (6-76, 2:32) 31-20 
2-yard run (Matthews-Bridges pass) (9-77, 


Rushing Yards 
1207 116 


3128 


yard field goal (7-74, 2:00) 34-28 
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Long day at office 
for Bears’ defense @ 


DOUG BUFFONE 


Making mental mistakes and facing a pow- 
erful team that kept its starters in the game into 
the third quarter was a recipe for disaster for 
the Bears Friday at Soldier Field. 

The Tennessee Titans used the contest as a 
final tuneup for their first-stringers after resting, 
themin their third preseason game after a short 
week. But that’s still no excuse for the numer- 
‘ous mistakes the Bears made in a 34-28 defeat. 

When an opposing quarterback like Steve 
McNair completes 13 straight passes, that says 
all you need to know about how the Bears’ 
defense performed. There was shoddy tack- 
ling and glaring miscues. 


I'm concerned because of what happened 
but also I can understand why it happened. 
What the Bearsnneed to do first ofall is settle the 
questions with the running game and the pass 
rush. Bear Report columnist Mark Potash 
pointed out an interesting stat in the Sun- 
Times: the four starting quarterbacks the Bears 
faced in the preseason games completed 72 
percent of their passes. They got ambushed by 
Tennessee. Unless the Titans were throwing 
them off by setting up in different formations, 
the mistakes they made were inexcusable. 

Basically, if the Bears break it down, they are 
getting annihilated on play action passes. 
Every time that play_action pass comes, it’s 16 
or 17 yards right up the middle to the tight end 
or the slant by the wide receiver. The tight ends: 
for Tennessee caught seven passes. What's 
happening is when the opposition runs play 
action, it slows the rush while the linebackers 
are sucked inside and all of a sudden they are 
hitting the tight end up the middle. 3 

The Titans threw the ball against the Bears 
on first down. So, that’s something the Bears 
have to check out and try to understand what 
the problem is. They made a switch last game 
with Shawn Wooden and Mike Brown in the 
safety positions, but that didn’t change much 
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Photo by Steve Woltmann 
Bears defenders Phillip Daniels (93) 
and Mike Brown (30) stop Eddie 
George in Tennessee’s 34-28 victory. 
as far as what happened to the defense, I'm 
hoping there’sa little scheme and more blitzing 
involved against Minnesota when it is a regu- 
lar season game. As Phillip Daniels said, when 
the regular season starts it will be different: I'm 
waiting for him to wake up, but I'm not judg- 
ing anybody because it’s only preseason. 


“WA 


Trivia Trove 
Who. scored the Bears’ 
first points last. season? 
Hint: It was in the opener 
against the Chiefs. 
(Answer on page 23) 


The good news is we saw some good run- 
ning by Marlon Bames. He ran for 49 yards 
and showed some good moves. | think they 
have to take a look at him, The kicking game 
with field goals was good but the punting situ- 
ation didn’t look good. Shane Matthews 
looked terrific going 8-for-10 for 122 yards. 

Cade McNown was decent, but his 
receivers dropped a couple of passes that could 
have put them in good position to score. Cade 
got sacked on a third down blitz in the first 
quarter that took them out of field goal range: 

This game shows there is a noticeable dif- 
ference between the top four teams in the 
league (Tennessee, St. Louis, Indianapolis and 
Buffalo) and the others. The rest of the teams 
are in the same barrel. The only team that 
comes close to comparing with Tennessee in 
the NFC Central is Tampa Bay. 

Now it’s for real. You can put a fork in the 
preseason. It’s cooked. Now the Bears can start 
puiting guys in where every move they make 
counts, Now we can see what happens. 


Doug Buffone hosts the Doug Buffone Sports 
Magazine Sunday mornings on Fox Sports 
Chicago. 
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adding to repertaall 


BOB LeGERE 


From the time the Bears made quarterback 
Cade! McNown their first-round pick in the 
1999 draft, they considered him to be an inte- 
gral part of their future, maybe the mostimpor- 
fant part. 

Already McNown may be as vital to the 
team’s expected improvement this season as 
anyone, Last season he showed flashes of bril- 
liance but there were also plenty of rookie mis- 
takes mixed in. This year, McNown has pre- 
pared himself thoroughly on the field and off 
to ensure thathis development merges into the 
fast lane and stays there. 

“I want to get to the next level,” McNown. 
said. “I don’t ever want to take a step back.” 

Through three preseason games, McNown 
had compiled an impressive passer rating of 
97.9. While preseason performances can be 
misleading or inconclusive, teammates and 
coaches have witnessed progress in 
McNown’s game and hard work from the lefty. 

. who arrived late to training camp last season 
and then struggled to catch up with the offense 
and in bonding with fellow players. 

This year, teammates and coaches have 
praised McNown for the many hours of work. 


he’s put in off the field, furthering his know!- 
edge of Gary Crowton’s offense. 

“Give credit to Cade, he’s done a lot of film 
work in the off-season,” wide receiver Bobby 
Engram said. “Ican see he and Gary have real- 
ly talked and worked alot. I'm sure seeing (vet- 
eran backup) Jim Miller play some last year 
and the things that Jim did probably helped 
him along. He's a guy who pays attention.” 

It’s an ongoing education according to 
McNown. 

“Ym working hard and paying attention,” 
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he said. “I want to be like a sponge in (meet- 
ings) with (quarterbacks coach) John Shoo, 
Hee been hammering away on a lot of things 
and he’s got a lot ingrained in my head.” 

“He's improving every day, he’s out here 
getting better,” seven-year veteran Jim Miller 
said. “I've said it over and over, his physical 
skills are second to none, he’s got great physi- 
cal ability. And now the mental game's really 
starting to come on strong, He's going to get 
better and better and everybody's going to see 
it. 

“1 know there’s a high expectation, but at 
the same time you've got to step back and be 
realisticabout everything too, He’s really doing 
well.” 

McNown didn’t have the benefit of a full 
training camp last season as a rookie because 
he missed the first 10 days while his contract 
was being negotiated. 

He says he got more out of training camp 
this year when he was there from start ‘til fin- 


ish 

t I found out that I can make it 
through,” McNown said at the conclusion of 
this year’s camp. “It wears on your arm more 
than anything, Right toward the end of camp I 
could feel my arm start to get tired, but I've 
been doing everything possible 
to take care of it, Now that we're 
back to one (practice) a day it'll 
get stronger and stronger.” 

After cise all of last sea- 
son plus the off-season working 
with his teammates, McNown 
said training camp was more 
enjoyable for him on and off the 
field. 

“Now I know a lot of those 
guys having spent time with 
them in the off-season and time 
away from the field as well. 
There’s a familiarity that there 
wasn't last year and a much bet- 
ter feeling,” he said. “Last year 
wasn't horrible, but you really 
don’t get to know people when 
you're 10 days late. You don’t 
know how people are looking 
at you.” 

McNown has never been 
shy about pointing out other 
players’ mistakes, but now that 
his teammates have had a better 
chance to get to know his per- 
sonality, his criticisms may be 
seen more often as constructive 
rather than as finger-pointing. 

“It helps make you a better |) 
leader when you can pat guys 
on the back (in addition to) 
pointing things out that we |} 
need to work on,” he said. “You 
don’t want to be considered a negative pres- 

One area of maturation that has shown in 
McNown's game since the start of his rookie 


“[ want to get to 
the next level. ! 
don't ever want te 
take a step back.” 
Gade MeNown 


season is an improvement and frequency in his 
throws to the middle of the field. While his first 
and strongest impulse may be to go long or to 
make the outside throw to a player in single 
coverage, McNown has developed a feel for 
the underneath routes. In the second preseason 
game, he connected four times with Engram 
for 49 yards - just in the first quarter. 

“1 think he’s really paying attention to his 
reads right now,” said Engram, who excels at 
working underneath defenses, “The middle 
probably is a little more difficult throw at times 
because you see so many different looks, 
You've got ‘backers buzzing, safeties coming 
down, and sometimes it’s easier just to go to 
the one-on-one matchup outside.” 

Don't expect the athletic southpaw ever to 
become a dink-and-dunk passer, though. 
That's not what made him a four-year starter at 
UCLA and the Bears’ franchise quarterback. As 
McNown showed in preseason Game No, 3, 
ona 45-yard bomb to Marcus Robinson on the 
Bears’ first possession, he hasn't forgotten how 
to make the big play. He's just added. more to 
his repertoire, FO ee 


Bob LeGere covers the Bears for the Daily 
Herald, 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 
Cade McNown figures to improve on 
last season’s 66.7 passing rating 
that ranked him 15th in the NFC. 
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ate sa Bt PREDICTED ORDER OF 


*Wildcards NFC Central NEC East NFC West 
TAMPA BAY WASHINGTON ST. LOUIS TENNESSEE INDIANAPOLIS SEATTLE 
BEARS* Dallas* Carolina Jaceanvile Buffalo* Oakland* Buffalo 
Detroit” Philadelphia Atlanta a ea N.Y. Jets Denver OVER 
Minnesota N.Y. Giants San Francisco Pittsburgh New England Kansas City St. Louis 
Green Bay Arizona New Orleans Cleveland Miami San Diego 


TAMPA BAY WASHINGTON ST. LOUIS TENNESSEE INDIANAPOLIS SEATTLE 
Bob BEARS* Dallas* Carolina dackeoawle Miami Denver* Tennessee 
LeGere Green Bay N.Y. Giants New Orleans Pitisburgh N.Y. Jets Kansas City* OVER 
Minnesota Philadelphia Atlanta Cincinnati Buffalo Oakland Tampa Bay 
Detroit Arizona San Francisco Cleveland New England San Diego 


TAMPA BAY PHILADELPHIA ST. LOUIS TENNESSEE N.Y. JETS SEATTLE 
BEARS* Washington* Carolina saceomlle Indianapolis” Kansas City* Tampa Bay 
Detroit* N.Y. Giants Atlanta ae Buffalo Oakland OVER 
Minnesota Dallas New Orleans Pittsburgh Miami Denver N.Y. Jets 
Green Bay Arizona San Francisco Cleveland New England San Diego 


TAMPA BAY WASHINGTON ST. LOUIS TENNESSEE | INDIANAPOLIS OAKLAND 
Mike Detroit* Philadelphia Carolina* ackoornle Buffalo Denver* Tennessee 
Mulligan BEARS* N.Y. Giants Atlanta Pittsburgh New England San Diego* OVER 
Green Bay Dallas San Francisco Cincinnati N.Y. Jets Seattle Tampa Bay 
Minnesota Arizona New Orleans Cleveland Miami Kansas City ‘ 


TAMPA BAY WASHINGTON ST. LOUIS JACKSONVILLE | |NDIANAPOLIS DENVER : 
Mark Minnesota* Philadelphia Carolina* Tennessee N.Y. Jets* Seattle” Jacksonville 
Potash’ Green Bay Dallas Atlanta* Cincinnati Buffalo Oakland OVER 
BEARS N.Y. Giants New Orleans Pittsburgh New England Kansas City St. Louis 
Detroit Arizona San Francisco Cleveland Miami San Diego 


This year’s Home Schedule includes the 
Chicago Bears vs.: 


Regular Season Games 
September 17 NY Giants $259 
*September 24 _ Detroit $409 
October 8 New Orleans $259 
October 15 Minnesota $299 
November 5 Indianapolis $259 
November 19 Tampa Bay $259 
“December 3 Green Bay $409 
December 10 New England $209 


*includes 2 night stay 


2 UNS Ls ae LA ey s 


Sti? 9nd fil MISE i BOM IBN 


20 __ BEAR REPORT 


2000 Schedule 


WEEK 1 


(Open date: Cincinnati) 
Sunday, Sept. 3 
BEARS at Minnesota, noon 
Arizona at N.Y, Giants, noon 
Baltimore at Pittsburgh, noon 
Carolina at Washington, noon 
Detroit at New Orle: 
Indianapolis at Kansas City, noon 
Jacksonville at Cleveland, noon 
San Francisco at Atlanta, noon 
‘Tampa Bay at New England, noon 
Philadelphia at Dallas, 3:05 p.n 
San Diego at Oakland, 3:15 p. 
Seattle at Miami, 3:15 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at Green Bay, 3:15 p.m. 


Tennessee at Butfato, 7:20 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 4 


Denver at St. Louis, 8 p.m. 


li WEEK2 


(Open dates Pinishurgh) 
Sunday, Sept, 10 

BEARS at Tampa Bay, noon 
Glevelund.at Cincinnati, noon 
Green Bay at Buffalo, néon 
Jucksonville.at Bullimare, noah 
Miami at Minnesota, noon 

; Philadelpi 
Aine aD y 


Monday. Sept. 1 


Sunduy, Sept. 17 
N.Y. Giants at BEAR: S p.m. 
Atlant at Carolina, noon 
Buffalo avN.Y. Jets, noon 
Cincinnati at Jacksonville, noon 
Philidelphia at Green Bay. noon 
Pittsburgh 


t Cleveland, noon 


San Francisco at St. Louis, noon 
Tampa Bay at Detroit, noon 
nver at Oakland, 


New Orleans at Se 
Baltimore at Mi 


15 p.m. 
7:20 p.m 

Monday, Sept. 18 
Dallas at Washington, 8 p.m. 


(Open date: Buffalo, Carolina, Minnesota) 1 
Sunday, Sept. 24 
Detroit at BEARS, noon 


Cincinnati at Baltimore, noon 
New England at Miami, noon 
Philadelpt at New Orleans, noon 
St. Louis at Atlanta, noon 
San Francisco at Dallas, noon 
Tennessee at Pittsburgh, noon 
Green Bay at Arizona, 3:05 p.m. 
Cleveland at Oakland, 3:15 p.m. 
Kansas City at Denver, 3:15 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at Tampa Bay, 3:15 p.m. 
Seattle at San Diego, 3:15 p.m. 
Washington at N.Y. Giants, 7:20 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 25 
ille at Indianapolis, 8 p.m. 


(Open date: New Orleans, N.¥. Jets, Oakland) 
Sunday, Oct. 1 
BEARS at Green Bay, 3:15 p.m. 
Baltimore at Cleveland, noon 
Dallas at Carolina, noon 
Indianapolis at Buffalo, noon 
Minnesota at Detroit, noon 
“N.Y. Giants at Tennessee, noon 
Pittsburgh at Jacksonville, noon 
San Diego at St. Louis, noon 
Miami at Cincinnati, 3:05 p.m. 
New England at Denver, 3:05 p.m. 
Arizona at San Francisco, 3:15 p.m. 
‘Tampa Bay at Washington, 3:15 p.m, 
Adanta at Philadelphia, 7:20 p.m. . 
Monday, Oct. 2 
Seattle at Kansas City, 8 p.m. 


(Open date: Dallas, Kansas City, St. Louis) 
Sunday, Oct. 8 
New Orleans at BEARS, noon 


Buffalo at Miami, noon 
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Chicago Bears 


2000 Schedule 


PRESEASON 
Opponent _ Bears Opponent 
Sat., Aug. 5 at N.Y. Giants : 20 8 
Aug. 12 CLEVELAND BROWNS 19 6 
Sat., Aug. 19 at Cincinnati Bengals 20 m4 
Aug. 25 TENNESSEE TITANS 28 34 
REGULAR SEASON 
at Minnesota Vikings Noon FOX 
at Tampa Bay Buccaneers Noon FOX 
NEW YORK GIANTS 3:15 p.m. FOX 
Su DETROIT LIONS Noon FOX 
Sun., Oct. 1 at Green Bay Packers 315 p.m. FOX 
Sun., Oct. 8 NEW ORLEANS SAINTS ‘Noon FOX™ 
Sun, Oct. 15 MINNESOTA VIKINGS. 4:20 p.m. ESPN 
Sun., Oct, 22 at Philadelphia Eagles Noon FOX 
Sun., Oct. 29 Bye 
Sun., Nov. 5 INDIANAPOLIS COLTS. Noon CBS 
Sun., Noy, 12 al Buffalo Bills: Noon FOX 
Sun., Nov. 19 TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS Noon. FOX 
Sun.-Nov. 26 at N.Y, Jets 4 Noon FOX 
Sun., Dec GREEN BAY PACKERS 20 pam ESPN 
Sun., Dees 10 NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS Noon CBS 
Sun., Dec at San Francisco 49er 5 pam FO. 
Centra tit 
\ : Monday, Oct. 30 
W Lon at i . 
Cleveland at Aticona. 3:15 pum Indianapolis at BEARS, noon 


Baltimore at Jacksonville, 7:20 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 9 
Tampa Bay at Minniesota, 8 p.m. 


(Open date: Detroit, Miami, Tampa Bay} 
Sunday, Oct. 15 

Minnesota at BEARS, 7:20 pan. 

Atlanta at St. Louis, noon 

Baltimore at Washington, noon 

Carolina at New Orleans, noon 

Cincinnati at Pittsburgh, noon 

Dallas at N.Y. Giants, noon 

Oakland at Kansas City, noon 

an Diego at Buffalo, noon 

Cleveland at Denver, 3:05 p.m. 

Indianapolis at Seattle, 3:05 p.m. 

N.Y. Jets at New England, 3:05 p.m. 

Philadelphia at Arizona, 3:15 p.m, 

San Franeisco at Green Bay, 3:15 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 16 

Jacksonville at Tennessee, 8 p.m. 


(Open date: Green Bay, N.Y. Giants, San Diego) 
‘Thursday, Oct. 19 
Detroit at Tampa Bay, 7:20 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 22 
BEARS at Philadelphia, noon 
Arizona at Dallas, noon 
Buffalo at Minnesota, noon 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, noon 
Denver at Cincinnati, noon 
New England at Indianapolis, noon 
New Orleans at Atlanta, noon 
St. Louis at Kansas City, noon 
‘San Francisco at Carolina, noon 
‘Tennessee at Baltimore, noon 
Seattle at Oakland, 3:05 p.m. 
‘Washington at Jacksonville, 3:15 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 23 
¥Y. Jets, 8 p.m. 


(Open date: BEARS, Denver, New England) 

Sunday, Oct. 29 

Carolina at Atlanta, noon 

Cincinnati at Cleveland, noon 

‘Detroit at Indianapolis, noon 

Green Bay at Miami, noon 

Minnesota at Tampa Bay. noon 

N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, noon 

Pittsburgh at Baltimore, noon 

St. Louis at San Francisco, 3:05 p.m. 

‘New Orleans at Arizona, 3:05 p.m. 

Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, 3:05 p.m. 

Jacksonville at Dallas, 3:15 p.m. 

Kansas City at Seattle, 3:15 p.m. 

Oakland at San Diego, 7:20 p.m. 


Miami at 


Dallas av Philade 
Miam} at Detroit, noon 
N.Y. Giants at Cleve 
Pittsburg 


xt Tennessee 100 
San Francisco at New Or 
Tampa Bay at Atlanta, noon 
Washington at Arizona, 3:05 p.m. 
San Diego at Seattle, 3:15 p.m 
Denver at N.Y. Jets, 4:15 pam 
Kansas City at Oakland, 3:15 p.m 
Carolina at St. Louis. 7:20 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 6 
Minnesota at Green Bay, 8 p.m. 


WEEK It 


(Open date: Washington) 
Sunday, Nov. 12 

BEARS at Buffalo, noon 

Arizona at Minnesota, noon 

Atlanta at Detroit, noon 

Baltimore at Tennessee, noon 

Seattle at Jacksonville, noon 

‘Cincinnati at Dallas, noon 

New England at Cleveland, noon 

New Orleans at Carolina, noon 

Philadelphia at Pittsburgh, noon 

Miami at San Diego, 3:05 p.m. 

Kansas City at San Francisco, 3:05 p.m. 

Green Bay at Tampa Bay, 3:15 p.m. 

St. Louis at N.Y. Giants, 3:15 p.m. 

N.Y. Jets at Indianapolis, 7:20 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 13 

Oakland at Denver, 8 p.m. 


(Open date: Seattle) 

Sunday, Nov. 19 
‘Tampa Bay at BEARS, noon 
Arizona at Philadelphia, noon 
Buffalo at Kansas City, noon 
Carolina at Minnesota, noon 
Cincinnati at New England, noon 
Cleveland at Tennessee, noon 
Detroit at N-Y. Giants, noon 
Oakland at New Orleans, noon 
Indianapolis at Green Bay, noon 
San Diego at Denver. 3:05 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at Miami, 3:15 p.m. 
Dallas at Baltimore, 3:15 p.m. 
Atlanta at San Francisco, 3:15 p.m. 
Jacksonville at Pittsburgh, 7:20 p.m. 

Monday, Nov. 20 
Washington at St. Louis, 8 p.m. 


WEEK 13 


(Open date: San Francisco) 
Thursday, Nov. 23 
New England at Detroit, 11:30 am. 
Minnesota at Dallas, 3:05 p.m. 


“ans. noon 


Sunday, Nov. 26 
BEARS at N.Y. Jets, noon: 
Buffalo at Tampa Bay. n00n 
Cleveland at Baltimore. noon 
Miami at Indianapolis, noon 
New Orleans at St. Louis, noon 
Philadelphia at Washington. noon 
Pittsbargh at Cincinnati, noon 
Adlanta at Oakland, 3:05 p.m. 
Tennessee at Jacksonvill 
Denver at Searle, 3:15 p.m. 
Kansas Gity at San Diego, 
N.Y. Giants at Arizona, 7;20 p.m. 

Monday, Nov. 27 
Green Bay at Carolina. 8 psn. 


WEEK 14 


(Open idater Baluimore) 
‘Thursday, Noy. 30 

Detroit at Mindesota, 7:20 pan 

Sunday, Dec, 3 

Green Bay ut BEARS, 7:20 p.m. 

Arizona.at Cincinnati, ndon 

Dallas 91 Tampa Bay. noon 

Denver at New Orleans, noon 

Miami at Bul 2 

NY. GiantyayW 


Si arolina, een 
r et Ne 
Toaday. Dec. 4 
Sunday, Dec. 10 
New Engiunel.at BEAR: i 
Cincinnati at Tennesseen00n 
etroit at Green Bay, noon 
Minnesota at St, Louis, noon 


Philadelphia-at Cleveland noon 
Pittsburgly at N.Y, Giants, noon 

in Diego at Baltimare, aoon 

Tampa Bay at Miami, noon 

attle at Denver, 3:05 p.m. 

fashington at-Dallixs, 3:35 pan. 

New Gfleans at San Franoisco, 3:15 pt 
N.Y. Jets at’ Oukland, 7:20 p.m, 


Buffalo at Indianapolis, 8 


WEEK 16 


(Open date: Philadelphia) 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
Washington at Pittsburgh, 11:30:a.m. 
Oakland at Seattle, 4:05 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 17 
BEARS at San Francisco, 3:05 p.m. 
Atlanta at New Orleans, noon 
Denver at Kansas City, noon 
Detroit at N.Y. Jets, noon, 
Green Bay at Minnesott. noon 
Jacksonville at Cincinnati, noon: 
New England at Buffalo, noon 
San Diego at Carolina, noon 
Tennessee at Cleveland, noon. 
Baltimore at Arizona, 3:15 p.m. 
Indianapolis at Miami, 3:15 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Dallas, 7:20 p.m. 
‘Monday, Dec. 18 
‘St. Louis at Tampa Bay, 8 p.m. 


(Open date: Cleveland) 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Jacksonville at N.Y. Giants, 11:30 a.m. 
San Francisco at Denver, 3:15 p.m. 
Buffalo at Seattle, 7:20 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
BEARS at Detroit, noon 
‘Arizona at Washington, noon 
Tampa Bay at Green Bay, noon 
‘St. Louis at New Orleans, noon 
Cincinnati at Philadelphia, noon 
Kansas City at Atlanta, noon , 
Miami at New England, noon 
N.Y. Jets at Baltimore, noon 
Pittsburgh at San Diego, 3:05 p.m. 
Minnesota at Indianapolis, 3:15 p.m, 
Carolina at Oakland, 3:15 p.m. 

Monday, Dec. 25 
Dallas at Tennessee, 8 p.m. 
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Illustrated in 1963 under 
By Mark Mandernach going out and making sales. Hove it Ifsabusi- the headline “Finest 
Special to Bear Report ness where you never run out of ideas. !love Young Pro Runner,” 


Back when Ronnie Bull was a rookie run- 
ning back with a crew-cut, fresh out of Baylor 
University, George Halas told him something 
that Bull admits didn’t mean much at the time. 

“Mr. Halas told me what a great privilege it 
was to be a Chicago Bear,” Bull said. “T'll tell 
you, itdidn’tmeanall thatmuch tome 40 years 
ago. But it sure means a lot to me now. Being a 
Chicago Bear is one of the greatest thingsi inthe 
world, and once you're a Bear, you're a Bear for 
life. [know Iam.” 

Along, with being a lifelong Chicago Bear, 


Bull’s also a parent of three along with his wife _Y.A. Tittle’s New York Giants. championship _ring. 
Caroline, a grandfather of four, an avid golfer “Thad never won a championship in my Teammates like Gale 
and owner of his own specialty advertising football career at any level, and here! was,my — Sayers and Dick Butkus. 
and product promotion company, Ronnie Bull second year in league, playing for an NFL 1 wouldn't trade my 
Sports Sales, in south suburban Romeoville, _ title,” he said. “When the gun sounded... NFL experience for any- 


He formed the company in 1988 and has cus- 
tomers all over the Chicago area. 

“actually, got started in this business in col- 
lege,” he said. “I worked for an advertising 


agency in Waco, Texas, during the summers, 


apa, WHERE ARE _ 
THEY NOW... 


working with people to help them promote 
their company. 

“And the competition gets me going, too. 
Its always there. You build some business, you 
lose some business. You could equate business 
to football, in that it’s like getting tackled. The 
key i is getting up and running with the ball 
again.” 

Bull came to the Bears as a first-round draft 
pick in 1962, the same draft that produced 
Bennie McRae, Jim Cadile and Ed 
O®radovich. A year later Bull was playing for 
an NFL championship at Wrigley Field against 


what a relief!” 

Good ole’ No. 29 played with the Bears 
until 1970, then spent a final season with the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 

“When I came in, I made a goal of playing 


S&S 
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10 seasons, and my last 
year with the Eagles 
made it an even 10,” he 
said, “As much as I love 
the Bears, I'll always 
have a soft spot in my J 
heart for the Eagles, too.” 

Bull, who appeared 
on the cover of Sports 


RONNIE BULL, RB Lats 


ranks eighth on the list of 
all-time Bears rushers 
with 2,871 yards, 93 
yards ahead of Bronko 
Nagurski, He also 
caught 163 passes as a 
Bear. 

“What a time I had,” 
Bull said, with infectious 
enthusiasm. 

“So many great 
memories. Friendships 
that will last forever. A 


thing in the world.” 


Ronnie Bull can be 
reached via e-mail at 
rbull29@aol.com. 
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DETROIT 


The Lions may be scrambling for another i 
body to put under center. 

After the second exhibition game, coach 
Bobby Ross felt the Lions had too many quar- 
terbacks and he cut former Bear Steve 
Stenstrom. Now, he might not have enough 
passers. ” 

Former Bear Mike Tomczak, who started at 
quarterback in the Lions’ 23-17 preseason loss: 
to the Oakland Raiders Aug, 18, broke his leg 
during the second’ quarter and was placed on 
injured reserve. He was subbing for Charlie 
Batch, Detroit's top quarterback, who recently 
returned to practice after recovering from a 
broken bone in his right knee. 

"I'm really kind of counting on Charlie now 
to come back and be ready," Ross told the 
Detroit Free Press. "He may not, in which case 
well still move on." 

Tomczak was 6-of-12 for 37 yards before he 
was knocked down by Oakland linebacker 
Greg Biekert and stayed on the ground, curled 
up in painand grasping his shin. Tomezak was 
carried off the field by trainers and later carted 
from the sidelines. 

"We're going tohave to go get someone else, 
probably a guy with experience," Ross said. 

Stoney Case took over Tomezak and was 6 
for 12 for 75 yards. Corey Sauter also played, 
going 3 of 7 for 31 yards and one interception, 

"With (Tomczak) down, I think it puts more 
heat on us running backs, but that's something. 
that we're already putting ourselves through,” 
running back James Stewart said. "Others are 
going to have to step up.” 

NEW HOME: The designers of a new 
domed stadium for the Lions hope it will sig- 
nal the start of a new era not just for the Lions, 
but for football stadiums as well. While new 
baseball venues like the Detroit Tigers’ 
Comerica Park are showplaces, football stadi 
ums haven't exactly been eye-catching. 

"This will be one unique place," said Randal 
Swiech, an engineer and vice president of 
SmithGroup, the project's architect. 


PACKERS| 


season loss to the Miami Dolphins Aug, 21 
marking the first time since the 1992 opener 
that the quarterback missed a Packer game. 

Favre sat out the game with lingering ten- 
dinitis in his throwing arm but he was expect- 
ed to return to practice the Wednesday follow- 
ing the Dolphins’ game. 

"He told me he would like to start throwing 
again on Wednesday,” first-year coach Mike 
Sherman said. "I've been told it's feeling better. 
We'll come out here Wednesday, have him 
throw and see where we are.” 

Favre last threw on Aug, 13 before a pre- 
season game with the Denver Broncos. The 
elbow hurt while he warmed up, and Favre 
decided notto play in that game. It was the first 
start of any kind he had missed in 170 games. 

Matt Hasselbeck, subbing for Favre, was 5- 
of-12 for 72 yards against Miami's first-team 
defense: 

Third-teamer Danny Wuerffel had much 
more. success against the Dolphins’ backups. 
The former Florida Gators quarterback and 
Heisman Trophy. winner led the Packers to 
two fourth-quarter touchdowns, scoring first 
onan option play and then ona long pass play. 

Favre wasnt the only offensive cog missing 
from the Packers’ machine vs. Miami. With 
running back Dorsey Levens shelved with a 
knee injury, the Packers had trouble moving 
the ball for much of the night. 

"You have to be able to handle injuries,” 
Sherman said. "They're as much a part of the 
game as blocking and tackling are.” 

Levens had arthroscopic surgery on his left 
knee in mid-August and was expected to be 
back in 3-4 weeks. 

"[ feel sorry for the fans who had to watch 
that,” receiver Antonio Freeman said of the 
Dolphins’ game. "Take away two (big) plays 
offensively and we did nothing, ... You can‘call 
it preseason, you can call it whatever you want. 
But fora team that's talking about winning the 
: NFC Central, we lack a lot of excitement.” 


WHEN DOES MY SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRE? 


That's one of the most commonly asked questions we hear at the BEAR 
REPORT. Here's how you can easily find out the answer! 


0052567 
is your account number 


10052567 0# B DECOO <———} DEC00 — This is your expiration 
date. Your subscription expires within 
the month of December 2000. 


JOHN Q. PUBLIC 

123 KODIE LANE 

ANYTOWN, USA 00000. 
If you still have questions call us at (608) 837-2200 from 8:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m. — give us the numbers on your mailing label and we can help} 


Brett Favre did not play in Green Bay's pre- | 


MINNESOTA 


A VIKINGS | 


Vikings starting left guard Corbin Lacina i 


will be sidelined for at least two weeks and 
possibly a month because of a sprained knee, 
coaches said recently. 

Lacina sprained the medial collateral liga- 
ment in his right knee on the Vikings’ first 
offensive play in their Aug. 18 preseason victo- 
ry over the Arizona Cardinals. He retumed for 
the second series but then left to take a mag- 
netic resonance imaging exam. 

‘That test revealed no tear but his availabili 
ty for the Vikings’ opener Sept. 3 against the 
Bears is in significant doubt despite his predic- 
tion he'll be back by then. 

"The goal is still to be out there for the open- 
er,” said Lacina, who suffered the same injury 
while playing with Buffalo four years ago. "Mj 
experience with this injury is that it takes 1 
days to heal. It's very sore and very swollen, 
but it's typically a 10-day recovery time." 

Lacina will be replaced by reserve Chris 
Liwienski, who was expected to start in the 
Vikings’ final preseason game Thursday nigh 


receiver Chris Thomas was a mild surprise. A 
five-year veteran, he was projected to be 
Minnesota's fifth wide receiver, behind Randy 
Moss, Cris Carter, Matthew Hatchette and 
Chris Walsh. Thomas didn't have a single catch 
during the preseason. 

Thomas’ departure paves the way for 5- 
foot-7 receiver Troy Walters, a fifth-round draft 
pick, tomake the team asa receiver, rather than 
solely as a special teamer. 

GOOD SHOW: Quarterback Daunte 
Culpepper looked magnificent in the Vikings 
preseason win over Arizona. Culpepper threw 
for 311 yards and two touchdowns as the 
Vikings steamrolled the Cardinals. Moss had 
five catches for 164 yards 

"Daunte looked poised again," running 
back Robert Smith said. "I think any questions 
about Daunte Culpepper have been 


: answered.” 


* SEPTEMBER 2, 2000 


By David Marran 


TAMPA BAY 
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By now you already know that the 
Buccaneers released defensive tackle Brad 
Culpepper, who signed with the Bears last 
Wednesday. But Tampa also dumped quarter- 
back Scott Milanovich, previously their third- 
stringer. 

Milanovich, who spent paris of four sea- 
sons with the Bucs, was re-signed late last sea- 
son after Trent Dilfer was injured. He compiet- 
ed 3 of 8 passes for 9 yards and was intercept 
ed once this preseason. 

"It wasn't totally unexpected," said 
Milanovich, who has thrown three regular sea- 
son passes during his career. “I've been around 
long enough to know how things work. Sof 
was prepared for it.” 

Milanovich's release improved the chances 
that rookie Joe Hamilton, a seventh-round 
draft pick, will make the team as the third 
quarterback behind Shaun King and Eric Zeier. 

IMPROVEMENE King and wide receiver 
Keyshawn Johnson are still getting to know 
each other. Johnson caught four passes for 59 
ards in the Week 3 exhibition tilt against the 
atriots. 

"You get better each week. We got better 
than we did last week," Johnson said. 

King was only 9 of 23 but he logged 191 

atds, including a 55-yard TD to Jacquez 
Green. 


NEW REF; Fox analyst Matt Millen served 
as an umpire during the Bucs’ Aug. 20 presea- 
son game with New England. "It's the same 
reads" as when he played linebacker for the 
Raiders, Millen said. "You have to be aware of 
the same things." 

NOW A BEAR: Letting Culpepper go was- 
ntaneasy choice for the Bucs. The Bears were 
surprised a player of his caliber was available 
and wasted little time signing him. 

"Brad has been a real good player for us for 
anumber of years, and this was a very difficult 
decision," coach Tony Dungy said. "We want- 
ed to do this now to give Brad every opportu- 


: nity to hook on with another football team." 
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The Bears are back 


The Chicago Bears will be a playoff team 
this year. The hype is there, but the Bears do 
have the talent and the ambition to get back to 
where théy belong this year—atop the Central 
Division. 

Will they be able to knock off Tampa Bay 
this year? Maybe not, but they can handle the 
rest of the division and be a solid second place 
team. 

Inhis second year Dick Jauron has already 
provided a lot of excitement for Bear fans. 
Gone are the days of Dave Wannstedt and his 
vanilla style of coaching. Now we have an 
exciting offense that isn't afraid to pass the ball. 
Who would think the Bears would run an 
offense that is so exciting the rest of the NFLis 

lanning on copying it? 

P The : ae combination of Cade 
McNown to Marcus Robinson will continue to 
thrill fans and be a strong force in the league. 
The Bears also sport a young, fast defense that 
can keep up with the likes of Randy Moss and 
Keyshawn Johnson. Brian Urlacher is the real 
deal—the best draft pick the Bears have chosen 
in years. 

The weak spots? The kicking game is still 
one, but there's a silver lining around Jaret 
Holmes and Paul Edinger. I think either can 
provide solid numbers without paying the first 
round money that Sebastian Janikowski com- 
manded. 

The running game is also a question mark. 
Can Curtis Enis be the back the Bears have 
wanted? Oris he another Rashaan Salaam? It’s 


Fan Foto jgé 


Dennis I Maierhofer GE Mt. Prospect, 
lll., sends us this streetcar poster of 
Red Grange from the 1929 season. 

an] 


VIEWPOINT 


P.O. BOX 4205, ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60006 


WE WANT YOUR OPINIONS! 


* What will the Bears’ record be this season? 


e What's the team’s key to success? 


* Which new player will make the greatest impact? 

We want to know what you think about the Bears! We 
welcome letters of 200 words or less on all matters involving 
the Monsters of the Midway. Letters are subject to editing 
and must include your full name and hometown. ‘ 

Send all letters to the above address or reach us via €- 


mail at: BearReport@aol.com. 


looking like Salaam, and James Allenis waiting 
in the wings with a strong fan following. 

The Bears are back, and this year they will 
start turning a lot of heads in the NEL. 


EricJ. Cooper 
Boulder, Colorado 


Don’t forget Shane 


Dear Dr. Z: 

Tjust finished reading your artide showing 
that statistics prove Jim Miller should be the 
Bears starting quarterback (Statistically 
Speaking, Aug. 12). It was very interesting but 
Icouldn’t help thinking that Shane Matthews 
probably would match or better either of the 
other icks. Could that be true or is my 
memory a little faulty? 


Joe Beardsley 
Melbourne, Florida 


Don’t forget Halas either 


Tm saying this from the view of a 42-year 
Bears fan who supported Walter Payton 
throughout his career: Before anyone gets a 
statue, stadium named after him, license plate, 
etc. in Chi¢ago, how about George Halas, who 
gave people something to do on Sunday after- 
noons and the ability to live well because of it? 

Also, in 1986 I wrote to several state officials 
about getting Super Bowl XX license plates as 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


PRIVATE PARTY: 20 word minimum, charge, 
$15.00. Each additional word, 65 cents per word. 
COMMERCIAL: 20 word minimum charge, 
$20.00. Each additional word, 75 cents per word. 
SPECIAL FEATURES: Bold type headline, $5.00 
additional. All other bold type, 50 cents per word 
additional. 


PHONE ORDERS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
ENT MUST 


ACCOMPANY ORDER | 


All ads pertaining to the sale of items, 

offered or representing a busi- 

must run as a paid classified 

advertisement. 
MAIL TO: 
BEAR REPORT CLASSIFIED ADS 

112 MARKET STREET 
SUN PRAIRIE, WI 53590 


other states have done. But of course, I never 
got the courtesy of a reply. 

Thanks, Walter, for being a great role model 
onand off the field. 


Dennis Maierhofer 
Mount Prospect, Iinois 


Kicking game is crucial 


‘The Bears’ key to success this season starts 
with their plac-kicker. I think Paul 
can kick under pressure for the Bears. He did in 
his college career at Michigan State and I think 
he will make a big impact. 

The day the Bears signed Phillip Daniels, 1 
was hoping he would be an impact defensive 
end that makes the whole defense better. 

For several years I have been writing to 
three great Bears fansin England. Steve Yates of 
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* America's Dairyland © 


Surrey, England, Daniel Martin of Notts, 
England, and Carl Hajchasy of Shopshire, 
England, are great Bears fans. We have sent 
several letters back and forth and they have all 
made positive comments about the Bears this 
esr | onl Be veces ane te 
Report. I tape games and share news stories 
with them. 


Charles Baldwin 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Sharing Bears memories 


Til never forget sitting at Wrigley Field 
watching the Bears for the first time. It was in 
1963 and the Bears pounded the Packers 26-7. 
Td like to encourage other readers to write in to 
“Viewpoint” with their most memorable per- 
sonal moments as a Bears fan. 


Tom Radky 
Schaumburg, Mlinois 


Trivia Trove answer 


Curtis Enis scored the 
Bears’ first points last sea- 
son on a 10-yard TD 
reception from Shane 
Matthews in a 20-17 open- 
ing day win over the Chiefs. 

(From page 17) 


If there's a Bears item you've been searching long and hard for or if you just 
want to hook up with other Bears fans in your area, we can help. Your request or 
offer will be printed free of charge on a space-available basis. 

Ail ads must be mailed to: Sa Sc a pee 


Heights EL 60006. 


WANTED: Portraits. posters, and all 
other memorabilia featuring former Bear 
Jerry Muckensturm. 

Contact: Duane Billhartz, 1826 N. 
Charles, Belleville, IL 62221, (618) 234- 
1536. 


WANTED: VHS tapes of all four 
Bears preseason games. 

Contact: Jerry W. Gandy, 3223 E. 
Oakwood Avenue. Decatur, IL 62521- 
4571, (217) 428-7747, e-mail address: 
jwg2240@aol.com. 


‘All-ads that pertain tothe sale obteins onmerclamdises-erdices ote aaeeD 
resenting a business establishment must run in the Classified Ads section. 


WANTED: To correspond with fellow 
Bears fans. 

Contact: Alex Sanchez, K-86771. 
High Desert State Prison. P-O. Box 
3030/C4-108, Susanville. CA 96127. 


WANTED: Bears media guides from 
1983-85 and VHS copies of Super Bowl 
season playoff games. 

Corftact:-Michael LeFevre, 7206 W. 
Cortiand Street, Unit 308. Elmwood. 
Park, IL 60707, e-mail address: mle- 
fevre86@hoimaihcom. 
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With a new coach and a new attitude, the ‘99 Bears restored pride in the 
organization, introduced an innovative new offense and even beat the 
rival Packers. The 2000 season promises to be even more exciting, and 
you can be there for all the action by subscribing to BEAR REPORT! Our 
comprehensive team coverage will bring you the latest news and features 
from Halas Hall throughout the offseason, at training camp in Platteville; 
and at every game so you won't miss a thing. 


For just $39.95, you get 26 action-packed issues of BEAR REPORT that 
will take you inside the huddle, on the sideline, in the locker room, and 
behind the scenes. You'll get a two-page full color player poster in each 
issue plus inside news, game coverage, top columnists, features on cur- 
rent and former players, rosters, statistics, game previews, action photos 
and much, much more. Act now, that’s 26 issues for $39.95 or 52 issues 
for only $59.95. 


to: BEAR REPORT 112 Market Street Sun Prairie, WI 53590 


26 issues for $39.95 52 issues for $59.95 New Renewal 
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